NOTES ON THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING WORKSHOP ON 10TH MARCH '14
Workshop led by: Joe Dugdale
Other participants: Charles Jolly, Janet Miller, Janine Morris, Jean Todd, John Estruch, Linda Baldry, Mike
Badman, Pat Hobby, Philip Barton, Rachel Hoodith, Richard Silson, Steve Caddy, Tina Heathcote
The workshop comprised a presentation from Joe Dugdale, followed by a discussion. Joe's slides are shown
below alongside notes from his accompanying talk. Please note these are © Joe Dugdale, not for reproduction
or use outside of Buxton Town Team.

There are over1,000 Neighbourhood Planning under development. The government is looking at issuing new guidelines to make the
process shorter and simpler. Joe is involved in developing community plans across Derbyshire.

This was a counter to changes in planning law, giving people new powers to influence and challenge local authorities, but they cannot
simply oppose the Local Plan.

Communities have the right to bid - to take over services or buy community assets - but there is no guarantee they will win the tender.

The neighbourhood must be to develop, not prevent development. It must fit in with the Local Plan, it can add to it and propose
different (reasonable) ways of doing things. It can propose additional development.

Neighbourhood Development Orders and Community Right to Build Orders grant planning permission in advance, eg for self-build.

Once a Neighbourhood Plan is in place, and has demonstrated that it fits in with the Local Plan, it then takes precedence if there is a
conflict between the two.

If there is no parish council, the first thing is to define the neighbourhood. Normally these are quite small.

RAD can help provide background data for the evidence base.

The Neighbourhood Plan can be just about one aspect of the Local Plan, it does not have to cover everything that is included in the
Local Plan.

Once 'made', the Local Plan is adopted by the Local Authority and incorporated as part of the Local plan.

DISCUSSION
Recorded on flip chart:
It is a punitive regime - until there is a 5 year
land bank the Local Authority cannot refuse.
If they refuse too many appeals, they can
lose the right to determine applications.
How useful a Neighbourhood Plan might be,
will depend on the level of detail in the Local
Plan.
HPBC's Local Plan covers about 75
development sites - the level of detail is not
great.
Funding up to £7k is available towards costs
of a Neighbourhood Plan.
The Neighbourhood Plan can demand higher
quality build, so long as the development is
still viable (ie higher cost delivers higher
saleable value).
The Local Authority have to incorporate the
Neighbourhood Plan(s) - in theory this could
be overturned at the next review but this is
unlikely to happen.

Timing is key - Chapel submitted a Neighbourhood Plan very early, which should have prevented an unpopular
development taking place - they lost on appeal because the 5 year land bank was not in place.
In Tatton a Neighbourhood Plan has pre-empted the Local Plan and the Local Authority are challenging it - the
outcome of this is not yet known.
If the Neighbourhood Plan follows the Local Plan, then anything which the Neighbourhood Plan is happy to
simply accept, does not have to be done again - but there are not many places yet where this has happened.
Ideally you would submit a Neighbourhood Plan immediately after the Local Plan is agreed, rather than before.
CONCLUSION
There was no decision as to whether we would want to develop a Neighbourhood Plan for Buxton. The only
conclusion reached was that any such plan would need to be for a small part of the town, even a particular
development site, rather than for the town as a whole.
Further discussion is needed in due course.
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